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A draughtof the Contraft about Salt, on the behalf of Nobo la A: being cis day read at the Board, alſo a Propoſition made by Thomar Horth 44 
Merchant, and others owners of Sal- Pans at Sub, and Nrei-Sbie L, and ai petition on the behalf of the Town of great Lrmauh, after 
debate, His Majeſty with the advice of the Board, did rferetheconſderation of the ſeuriry preſnced by the ſaid Nicholas ( Murford, to the Lord Hi 
| Treaſurer of England, 3 aud if thrir Lordſhips do approve thereof, then to proceed with to finiſh the contract with the faid Aur- 
.ford, or as they ſhould finde moſt Ran his Majeſties ſervice, | 
The ſaid Lord Trea land, and Lord Cottington to whom the buſineſſe for ſettlement was referred, made choice rather of the new So- 
cicrie, their tions t M rds. As by their report to his Majeſty made in Auguſt 1638. appeareth, and for theſe reaſons following. 
1 Becauſe their price was certain, and at cheaper prices then formerly. @ 
2 That their means of making, was certain, bebe mals only by Salt Water and Fire, 
| And Maſter Murfords undertaking uncertain, 2 
By reaſon he depended on hot and dry weather, which was uncertain, without which he could make little or no Salt. 
2 Fe would ſet no certai price, but would be left to his will to raiſe, and fall init, as he pleaſed. 
3 That none ſhould ĩinport any forraign Salt but he. As by the order of His Majeſty, md che Board the 15 day of July 1638, appeareth. | 
Whcreupon His Majeſty in His Princely care,rendring the good of the Weale Publike, was pleaſed ro admit freedomè at diſpute, what could be faid 
in oppoſition by all the ſeverall Ports within rhe Lymits, with the City of London, Fiſhmongers, and Traders in Salt there; a inting a particular day 
for che hearing of all their complaints, reaſons, and diſcourſes for chefall dearing thereof, before the ſettlement thereof, exprefled as followerh. 
: | At Whiteball the ninteenth of December, 1638. 
This day upon oonſideration had at the Board (His Majeſty being preſent in Counſell) of the ſeverall Peririons preſented in the name of the Cinque 
Ports, and their members the Towns, and Counties of Southampton and Poole, and the Towns of Bymonth, and Aelcumb Regis, the Town and Fiſhery of 
eat Tarmonth, Leer, and of the Traders in Fiſh, and Salt of rhe City of London, touching the vending and making of Salt at S eld And upon 
caring of the Agents of the ſaid Ports, and their Councell, and the anſwer of Thomas Horth, and the new unde takers of the Gid Saltbuſincſſe. His 
Majeſty, and the Bord conceiving it tv be a matter of great advantage to the Kingdom, that Salt made within His Mie own Dominions ſhould be pre- 
ferred, and uſcd before any forraign Salt, and finding upon that the Salt made in His Majeſties Dominions is ſufficient for all uſes ; Did rhere- 
forc order that the ſaid buſineſie be forth with eſtabliſhed, and that for the price, the Lord Treaſurer, and the Lord Cottington ſhould be hereby prayed, and 
required to call before them ſome Fiſhermen, and others, and upon hearing of them, and rhe ſaid Hortb, to fer down what rates and prices Salt ſhall be 
ſold at by the nnderrakers, which was by their Lordſhips ſetled accordingly. 
Since which ſettlement, the ſaid preſent undertakers, have been alwaycs furniſhed with ſufficient quantities to ſerve within the limits, and have not 
at any time fold rhe ſame above three half pence _ Gallon at the moſt, but for the greateſt part they have not ſold for above one penny per Gallon, 
And they are able to make ſuch quantities of good and ſufficient Salt, to ſerve within the limits, and the whole Kingdom, if need be, at j4. ob. per 
neking Gallon, which is far cheaper than it hath been at many yeers before, or ſince the ſurrendring and diſcharging the ſaid undertakers. It having been fold, 
a 14% before either of the ſaid Societies were ſettled; at 41.34. 155, 3l. 105. and 31. rhe Sheilds weigh, many yeers together: And ſince the diſcharge of the ſaid 
2 Charter, Salt hach been fold in Landon by the Ingroſſers, Foreſtallers, and Regrators, at 25. and 2564, the Peck, Land- meaſure, which is lightly meaſu · 
i be bed, wheredy they make 5 Pecks and halt out of every Buſnell that they buy from the Merchant, which is r 3*.9%.per Buſnell, accounting 45 Buſhels to the 
of weigh, is 27! 16* the weigh; which coſt them not ar the deareſt (laid up in their houſes) above 5! per weigh, which in the being of both the Charters 
lun and Was not ſold at above ſivepencę or ſixpence per Peck ar moſt by the Retaylers : which moderate rate was occaſioned by che certainty of the price : And 
therefore the Retailers of Salt in London, with che Refiners of Salt. And ſome Weffern Merchants trading to the Newfuund-Land ; are the main oppo- 
Each ſers of this Native Manufacture, which all other Princes and States, do ſo much cheriſh when they can erect any Native Manufacture within their own 
| principalicies, to give employment to their own Natives, that they prohibite the importation of any fuch Commodity, upon confiſcation of Ship and 


1 clatbes. Goods, 
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7 1 That it is a Monopoly. 5 
| 2 Thar che Impoſition laid the forraign, and Native Salt, is contraty to Law. 


fo : | 
| 3 That the proſecution hath been unjuſt, and with violence. 
cath 4 That che Comodiry is nor folficient for the Fiſhery Trade, 
That the prices are extreme. | 
6 Thar there cannot be ſuſſicient quanti. ies made to ſerve the Kingdome, 
7 That it is a very decay to Navigation. ER 4 
8 That it is an —— t to Free Trade, a 
The Charter was — for 14 yeers wich pro iſ , that if His Majeſty or State ſhould finde any better way for the ſettlement thereof, to be ſarren- 
dred at three yeers, 1 no man from making, that formerly had any works, no man from erecting of new works, only requires them to be of the 
Corporation, and to pay the duty impoſed by His Majeſty, and to ſerve the Subject at the rates agreed on. If a Monopoly bea ſole Vendition, the So- 
ciety are not the ſole Vendors, for all Salt Retaylers are free to come and buy at the works, or without the lymitts. 
lire Teflice 2 It is a Judg d caſe, chat His Majeſty may under a nomine pen prohibite importation of any forraign Comodity, it hah not at any time been adjudged 
um. in _ - x Majeſty, that without a nomine pen æ he cannot prohibire the Importation of any forraign Commodity that he intends to make a Native 
Caf anutacture. | 
| * 3 Tbe proſecution is warranted by order of the Lords, and yet not proſecuted wich violence, but wich great moderation. 
4 It is Bfgcient to cute both Cod and Ling, and doth ſell at any Market dearer and better then that which is cured wich French or Spaniſh Salt. ä 
, During the Cha ter, Salt hath been cheaper then before or after the Society ſelling ir at ſuch moderate Rates to the Reraylers, that the Common- 
wealth from che Reraylers of Salt, might be ſerved at any time at 20 or zu the Gallon at the moſt, and yet the Reraylers of Salt, ſufficient gainers there. 
by, but ſince the Delivery up of the Charter, Salt hath been, and is ſold by the Retaylers to the SabjeR at two ſhillings the Peck, as at this day. 
6 The Society of both Kingdomes, are able to make ee quantities then His Majeſties Kingdomes can Vend. | 
7 Navigation ſhall not be pre jhdiced, but rather beneficed by the Manufacture, for it will appear upon Examination by the Books of entry retur- 
ned by rhe Officers of the Ports, that whereas there is one Engliſo bottome that formerly hach imported Salt, there have been ten ſtrangers ro one, but 
berrby will be many hundreds of Exgliſb Barqes imployed from Port to Port of H Majeſties Subjects only. 
8 The int of want of free Trade concernes the Complainants private ends, and not the gen -rall good, they intending in their particular way 
2 reſtalling, and regrating to make a ſcarcity at their ple iſure, to the great abuſe of the Weale publike, which they cannot ſo well do if 
t 


ſwer 


be made a Native M re, and ſertled at a certain mod: rate known rate, as aforeſaid. 
I He importation of Salt, by the French, is ch: exportation of the treaſure of the kingdome although the Law command, that the _ ta- 
T ken for Salt dec, ſhalbe imployed in the Commodity of this kingdome, yer not one ſtranger of ten imploys his money in England, for be- 

tween the Buyer,the Officer, and the Seller, there are only factionall Bills of imployment, but no imploy ment. 

2 If Salt proove ſcarce in France, then our Engliſh muſt dearely 8 that ſcarcity. ? ; i ; | 

3 If the French Kin lay an Edict, that none ſhall be tranſported Ga hath done) upon confiſcation of Ship, goods, and life, then tteſc King- 
domes — , with that moſt uſefull and neceſſary Commodity. 3 : 

4 If wars fall between the Crownes of Franceand Eng land, then we can have no French Salt, but ſuch as is imported by Flemings, or ſome other 
Neurrall c advantage of our neceſſities. l ö : 
e ſhall be Subic& to what tax or I tion they pleaſe to lay upon that Comodity - 
certaintie, unleſſe rhe Manufactures be 


h 
wile w 


pportation ute, ity 
forraign Salt, within the Lymitts be ratifi.dand 


umbly preſented to the moſt honourable Houſes of Parliament. 
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